Graduate and Professional Student Assembly Faculty Advising, Teaching, and Mentorship Awards Committee (FATMAC) Minutes – Tuesday January 27th, 2026

Began at 12:01pm

Attendance: Jason Chobirko, Anafer Cardenas, Layla Alshameh

Absent: Yusuf Khaled

Order of Business:
1) Introductions
2) Discussion of previous years’ organization of FATMAC
a. Jason detailed how FATMAC was organized and operated last year, specifically:
i. He put together a Qualtrics survey that was sent out via the GPSA Communique for graduate and professional students to nominate faculty, advisors, colleagues, etc. that improved the community at Cornell across Teaching, Research, and Outreach
ii. After soliciting nominations during the Fall and Spring semesters, he organized an awards ceremony that was held at the Boyce Thompson Auditorium on Thursday April 17th, with engraved plaques purchased from Crown Awards (here)
3) Future directions
a. Anafer will investigate new engraved plaques, possibly on Etsy 
b. Layla will investigate food options, with Jason following up with her about available options through the Cornell eShop 
c. Jason will reach out to Boyce Thompson to reserve the same space as last year – the Boyce Thompson Auditorium
d. Tentative date for the awards ceremony is Thursday April 30th 
e. Committee members should encourage nominations from friends, colleagues and all other graduate and professional students
f. Committee will next meet in approximately one month
4) Adjournment
a. Meeting ended at 12:33pm

