University Assembly Campus Welfare Committee Minutes – Thursday January 29th, 2026

Began at 12:03pm

Attendance: Jason Chobirko, Marcy Benda, Alysia Ericsson, Susanne Bruyer, Devin Freeman 

Absent: Lawrence Han, Nikole Lewis, Andre Kessler, Danialle Hill, Hayden Spector, Gladys Brangman 

Order of Business:
1) Attendance
2) Summary of the Campus Welfare Committee meetings in Fall 2025
a. Jason highlighted topic areas of interest from committee members, including community (and current lack thereof), health and wellness, and international student belonging
b. Jason described goals of collaborating with fellow assemblies on welfare-related tasks and separately working with the Cornell administration to host campus-wide initiatives that bring people together, such as those previously done with step counter distribution to encourage walking groups and the formation of a book club
3) Discussion of Campus Welfare Committee priorities in Spring 2026
a. Susanne Bruyere discussed her attendance at the Health Promoting Campus Community of Practice and how this committee could coordinate with them on future health and well-being initiatives
b. Alysia Ericsson recommended the committee put out a statement or resolution addressing the recent ICE-induced violence and murders in Minneapolis
c. Marcy Benda agreed with putting together a statement or a resolution, and clarified that the resolution would be best after discussing the matter with Cornell administration
4) Future directions
a. Jason stated that he will reach out to Kyle Kimball and determine what steps the University is taking to provide mental health resources to the community and/or respond to the situation
b. Alysia stated that she will coordinate with colleagues about crafting a statement in the meantime and then is happy to work with whomever on the University communications end would be crafting the statement
c. Susanne stated that she will report back with additional information from the HPC committee
d. Jason stated that the next planned meeting will be in about a month with a poll to be sent in about two weeks
5) Adjournment
a. Meeting ended at 12:32pm

