Graduate and Professional Student Assembly Faculty Advising, Teaching, and Mentorship Awards Committee (FATMAC) Minutes – Tuesday February 24th, 2026

Began at 12:01pm

Attendance: Jason Chobirko, Anafer Cardenas, Yusuf Khaled 

Absent: Layla Alshameh

Order of Business:
1) Updates for each committee member’s tasks
a. Anafer looked at engraved plaques on Etsy and highlighted an option that was 10-12cm in size for ~$30
b. Jason detailed how the FATMAC awards ceremony worked last year, which was held at the Boyce Thompson Auditorium on Thursday April 17th, with engraved plaques purchased from Crown Awards (here) and food from Gola Osteria. Altogether, the cost used the entire $1,800 budget
2) Discussion on Awards Ceremony logistics
a. The committee decided that the awards ceremony would be held on Thursday April 30th, preferably in the afternoon (between 1-5). The actual timing will depend on the availability of the space(s) investigated
3) Future directions
a. Anafer will continue to investigate new engraved plaques, possibly on Etsy. All options will be considered next meeting to purchase and customize a month before the awards ceremony 
b. Yusuf will investigate catering options to be selected next meeting 
c. Jason will reach out to Boyce Thompson to reserve the same space as last year – the Boyce Thompson Auditorium
d. Jason will close the nomination survey on Tuesday March 17th and put together a list of all of the nominees for each category in preparation for next meeting for voting on awardees
e. Committee members should encourage nominations from friends, colleagues and all other graduate and professional students
f. Committee will next meet in exactly one month at the same time – Tuesday March 24th.
4) Adjournment
a. Meeting ended at 12:16pm

