09.08.2016
GPSA Student Advocacy Committee Meeting Minutes
GPSA Student Advocacy Committee Meeting
Thursday, September 8th, 2016
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Malott Hall, Math Library Conference Room

Agenda
1. Administrative Business (20 minutes)
a. Relocated to Malott Hall, Math Department administrative conference room
b. Introduction of Attendees
i. Jonathon Cummings
ii. Alex Iglesias (Student Assembly)
iii. Jason Bartell
iv. Anna Waymack
v. Manisha Munasinghe
vi. Iian Smythe
vii. Richard Walroth
viii. Alex Loiben (Committee Chair)
ix. Nate Rogers (GPSA President; arrived at 3:40 PM)
c. Future Meeting Times
i. Doodle Poll sent to all attendees
d. Assign Roles
i. Secretary (minutes)
1. Iian Smythe volunteered
ii. Finances Subchair
1. Jason Bartell nominated
a. Appointment tabled indefinitely
e. Reaffirm Mission
i. The GPSA Student Advocacy Committee works to act on issues of finances, stipend levels, mental and physical health, child care and the general well being of all graduate and professional students. The Student Advocacy Committee works in consultation with other relevant student and Cornell assembly committees and interested parties.
1. Proposal to make a “public defender” role available for advocating for students in a grievance process
a. We could offer advice on how to do it
i. Consultation service?
ii. Need to tread carefully
b. Offer someone to be “moral support” in the room
c. Analogous procedures for professional schools?
i. Johnson, Law, Vet can’t go through normal process
f. Create a system for document sharing
i. Google Drive invitation sent to all attendees
2. New Business (45 minutes)
a. Budget Request
i. Need to submit estimate to Mariko Alexander by Friday 9/8
ii. Last year: $1500
iii. GPSA has some rollover funds available if we need more
1. i.e. for a second Dine/Discuss
2. Could get pizza for some meetings (other committees do this)
iv. Budget request of $1500 approved by unanimous consent
b. Dine and Discuss
i. Need to pick a date for this year
1. Tabled for now
ii. Need to pick a discussion topic
1. Tabled for now
c. Cornell Graduate Students United
i. Should we assign a liaison?
1. Wait for the Union vote
2. Liaison proposal tabled for now
d. Tobacco Policy Task Force Resolution (presented by Alex Iglesias)
i. SA Health & Wellness Committee proposed creation of task force
1. Official policy: 25 feet from any building
a. Very inconsistent across campus
2. Ashtrays are located in violation of 25 feet rule
a. Some next to air intake (e.g., at Goldwin Smith)
3. We should explore on a unified front
4. Lots of considerations
a. E-cigs?
b. Representative task force composition
5. Purview of Campus welfare committee of UA
a. Support a resolution going through UA? Only have GPSA act if there is pushback from other assemblies/groups.
6. We need data about grad student health/wellness/drugs
a. Undergrads have Pulse survey. Why not grads?
7. Employee Assembly moving forward to discuss this on 9.21.2016
e. Cornell Plantations Naming Resolution
i. Plantations wants official support from GPSA
ii. Introduce at 09.26.2016 general meeting
iii. Need to vote by 10.24.2016
1. BoT meets 10.28.2016
2. The relevant BoT committee met today (09.08.2016)
iv. We voted 6-0-1 in approval of moving forward with resolution
v. Anna and Alex will work on crafting a resolution
vi. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Email it to Nate Stetson (Sven) to send out to voting members
f. Future agenda
i. Possible surveys of graduate population
1. Health/Wellness
2. Advisor Relations
3. Open Forum (5 minutes)
4. Meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM
