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GPSA Student Advocacy Committee Meeting Minutes
GPSA Student Advocacy Committee Meeting
Thursday, March 30th, 2017
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM
Weill 121

1) Administrative Business (5 minutes)
a) Meeting started at 5:32
b) Attendance
i) Andrea
ii) Iian
iii) Nate (left early)
iv) Xiaolu
v) Manisha
vi) Elena
vii) Anna
viii) Alex
c) Approval of Minutes from 03.23.2017
2) New Business (80 minutes)
a) Consensual Relations Resolution (30 minutes)
i) Anna: We are at an impasse
(1) Could push for the resolution
(2) Could opt to write a policy
ii) Nate: I was present at the meeting mentioned in 2015 resolution
(1) Policy only currently exists in Faculty Handbook
(2) Academic Freedom and Professional Status of Faculty Committee challenged our points
(3) Chris Schaffer: Who is in best position to address power imbalances? The Faculty.
(a) Anna: Chris Schaffer has a biased perspective for this topic
(4) We should keep communicating with faculty via working group
iii) Anna: > 30% of faculty self-report making advances on students
(1) This resolution is inherently confrontational
iv) Manisha: I don’t see the Faculty Senate moving on this resolution
(1) What specific change do we want to see? What is our rationale? What is the faculty’s rationale?
v) Andrea: Faculty should NOT have sole discretion on what constitutes a power imbalance
vi) Manisha: Did Faculty Senate explicitly say grad students have enough agency to decide these things in this context?
(1) Nate: I vividly remember this coming up in the referenced meeting
vii) Iian: We ultimately want the Faculty Senate to reconsider this, so we should strategize accordingly
viii) Manisha: Acad Freedom Comm really wasn’t behind our efforts in the first place
ix) Nate: Dean of Faculty website has the audio recording; Senate did a poor job
x) Manisha: We need to explicitly resolve for 1-2 GPSA members to be given time to present at Faculty Senate meeting
xi) Anna: Acad Freedom Comm hasn’t even met this year!
xii) Iian: Why did we decide on HR as the point of contact on this?
(1) Anna: Grad students don’t necessarily trust the Title IX office
xiii) Alex: Does it make sense to move forward with a draft for GPSA Meeting M 04.10.17?
(1) Manisha: Who do we still need to talk to, and how much time will that take?
(a) Anna: A couple more friendly faculty left to talk to, but should be ok
xiv) Anna: I do not see the working group approach paying off
(1) Manisha: I do not see any approach paying off, but we should try
xv) How do we make sure the Faculty take this seriously?
(1) Alex: We can write an Op Ed in the Daily Sun
(a) We would want it timed to be published in advance of the Faculty Senate Meeting
(2) Manisha: I can get someone from the Sun to come to the Faculty Senate Meeting
xvi) Alex: What timeline makes sense?
(1) Iian: In favor of introducing this semester
(2) Manisha: Worried about losing momentum over the Summer
(3) Anna: Worried about how packed the agenda may be in September
(4) Iian: Faculty Senate only has two meetings left, so they won’t address it this semester
(5) Alex: Could introduce now and not pass yet
(a) Manisha: Agenda is wiped clean over the Summer
(6) Anna: This is a topic grad students could unite over, in wake of CGSU vote
(7) Iian: Administration is relatively receptive to this resolution
xvii) Manisha: Motion to push for introduction at meeting on 04.10.17
xviii) Manisha: Motion to approve this draft resolution to be sent to the GPSA, with the understanding that we will solicit more feedback, and that any changes must be requested by Sat 04.08.17
(1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Motion PASSES unanimously
b) Web Accessibility Resolution (25 minutes)
i) Alex: Do we want to push this to GPSA floor, since EA has approved it and UA is currently considering it?
(1) Manisha: Yes
(2) Anna: The timeline in our version will not line up with the UA’s version
(a) Manisha: We can add a resolved clause to address this
(3) Manisha: We can add a clause about grandfathering in certain pages that don’t update
(4) Manisha: Motion to approve this draft resolution to be sent to the GPSA, with the understanding that we need to add citations and such
(a) Motion PASSES unanimously
c) Dine and Discuss Planning (20 minutes, time permitting)
i) Catering update
(1) Elena: Mehak offers party trays that will work
(a) Medium party tray is about 12 servings
(i) Suggest 4 trays for 50 people
(b) Vegan trays are $90; meat trays are $110
(c) Order rice and naan as well
(2) Total estimate: $500
(3) No delivery, but we could easily pick it up
(4) Deadline is one week before, so W 04.12.17
(a) Manisha/Elena/Alex will finalize a menu for approval over Spring Break
ii) Dine and Discuss 
d) Future Agenda (5 minutes)
i) Next SAC Meeting: 04.13.17, since we are in good shape with the resolutions
e) Resolution 10: Workers’ Compensation
i) Not comfortable making decisions regarding this without Paul present
ii) We can definitely reintroduce this at GPSA meeting on M 04.17.17
3) Open Forum (5 minutes)
a) Long discussion about the role of GPSA in the wake of the CGSU vote
b) Iian: We should definitely address Policy 1.5 (Intellectual Property) next year
i) Manisha: We need a strong SAC chair to fight for us on this
