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Resolution 80: Transferring Funds to Cornell 1 

Minds Matter for Light Up the Season  2 

Abstract: This resolution transfers funds from the Student Assembly reserve account to Cornell 3 
Minds Matter for the purpose of funding infrastructure for their annual Light Up the Season 4 
event in the 2026-27 and 2027-28 winters. 5 

Authored by: Hayden Watkins ’28, Zora de Rham ’27, Christian Tarala ‘27 6 

Endorsed by: Alexander Walters ‘28 7 

Type of Action: Internal Policy 8 

Originally Presented: 04/09/2026 9 

Current Status: Second Reading Calendar 10 

Whereas, Cornell Minds Matter (CMM) annual hosts an annual campus wellness event, known 11 
as “Light Up the Season”, every winter, 12 

Whereas, Light Up the Season requires the installment and maintenance of weatherproof winter 13 
lights that cost approximately $25,000 per installment package, 14 

Whereas, under 2026-2028 SAF funding guidelines, CMM will not have enough money to fund 15 
their beloved Light Up the Season tradition, 16 

Whereas, the Student Assembly currently has $489,944.31 in its reserve account,  17 

Whereas, the Student Assembly values the contribution CMM makes to Cornell’s campus and 18 
culture in hosting Light Up the Season. 19 

Be it therefore resolved, the Student Assembly transfers $50,000 from the Student Assembly 20 
reserve account to the Cornell Minds Matter reserve account, 21 

Be it further resolved, Cornell Minds Matter shall spend this money only on Light Up the 22 
Season funding and in the event that this money is not allocated for this purpose the Student 23 
Assembly shall recall these funds. 24 

Respectfully Submitted, 25 

Hayden Watkins ‘28 26 
Vice President for Finance, Student Assembly 27 

Zora deRham ‘27 28 
President of the Student Assembly 29 
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Christian Tarala ‘28 30 
Deputy to the Vice President for Finance, Student Assembly 31 

Alexander Walters ‘28 32 
LGBTQIA+ Representative, Chief of Staff, Student Assembly 33 


