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Resolution 24: Bi-Semesterly Updates on Participation Grades 
Abstract: This resolution proposes a bi-semesterly posted or available participation grade for classes where participation composes a part of the grade.
Authored by: Ellie Porter ’29
Endorsed by: Alexander Walters ’28, Eeshaan Chaudhuri ’27, Vasilios Likourezos ’28, Ivan Ting ’28, George Kurakin ’28, Lydia Blum ’27, Matthew Luciani ’28, Jai Anand ’29
Reviewed by: Academic Policy Committee, 10/04/2026
Type of Action: Recommendation
Originally Presented: 10/08/2026
Current Status: Second Reading Calendar
Whereas, humanities classes tend to have large participation grades, often comprising twenty percent or more of a student’s overall grade. This participation grade is often associated with discussion-based performance rather than just attendance, 
Whereas, though discussion performance can comprise a large portion of a student’s overall grade, equivalent to a prelim at times, students often do not know their participation grade until the end of the semester or, sometimes, they are not made aware at all,
Whereas, participation grades exist to ensure students are able to interact with course materials and peers effectively. If students do not know their participation grades, then they cannot constructively improve the way they participate and interact throughout the course,
Whereas, the Faculty Handbook leaves participation, attendance, and grading policies up to instructors. This resolution does not propose to change pedagogy but rather requests that professors communicate their pedagogy through more regular participation grades so that students may perform to the best of their ability,
Be it therefore resolved, that faculty communicate with students at least bi-semesterly, either by student request, through posted grades, or through general class feedback, regarding participation scores that factor into a student’s overall grade in the class,
Be it further resolved, that students can better perform in discussions through this feedback and improve their interactions with course materials and peers,
Be it finally resolved, that this resolution amend the Faculty Handbook under “Grading Policies” to include “Faculty are also encouraged to make an effort to communicate with students at least bi-semesterly, either by student request, through posted grades, or through general class feedback, regarding participation scores that factor into a student’s overall grade in the class,”
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