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Student Assembly

Resolution 45: Assembly Response to Funding
Cut

Abstract: This resolution calls on the Cornell Leadership to provide an update to the Student
Assembly regarding the recent reported funding being withheld. Additionally, the resolution
calls on Cornell University leadership to sufficiently consult the Student Assembly prior to any
changes that are made that affect the student body in relation to these cuts.

Sponsored by: Adam Vinson ‘25, Zora deRham ’27, Nicholas Maggard ‘25, David Suarez ‘27,
Niles Hite ‘26, Simone Chan ‘25, Sophia Arnold ‘26, Saad Razzak ‘26, Holden Hitchcock ‘27,
Getulio Gonzalez-Mulatierri ‘25, Lydia Blum ‘27, Daniel Addoquaye ‘28, Davian Gekman 27,
Luigi Berinde ‘26, Sara Almosawi ‘25, Sebastian Bartnik ‘27, Ameera Aftab ‘26, Flora Meng
27, Rajat Acharjee 26, John Purcell ‘28, Eeshaan Chaudhuri ‘26, Jessica Silverman ‘26, Luigi
Berinde ‘26, Jinzhou Wu ‘28, Thor Waguespack ‘28

Reviewed by: Executive Board, 04/09/2025

Type of Action: Investigation

Originally Presented: 04/09/2025

Current Status: Adopted by the Assembly, 24-0-0, 04/10/2025

Whereas, on April 8th, 2025, the New York Times reported! that Cornell University would have
many of its federal grants paused, amounting to 1 billion dollars in funding being withheld. This
report cited two anonymous federal government officials. Following the release of this article,
President Kotlikoff, Provost Bala, and Provost for Medical Affairs Harrington sent out a
statement? confirming the cuts, but disputing the reported figure.

Whereas, the affected grants include research regarding cancer, robotics, superconductors,
propulsion systems, large-scale information networks, space and satellite communications, as
well as new materials for jet engines.

Whereas, many members of Cornell’s undergraduate community are alarmed by this news and
how it may impact their research and employment opportunities offered to them, and available
fields of study.

Be it therefore resolved, that, pursuant to the Student Assembly Charter Article III, Section 1,
the Student Assembly thereby requires Cornell leadership to inform the Student Assembly’s
officers regarding the details of the funding cuts and affected grants in a timely manner.

Be it further resolved, the Student Assembly urges Cornell leadership works in tandem with the
Student Assembly in its first investigative resolution of the 2024-2025 academic year including

thttps:/ /www.nytimes.com/2025/04 /08 /us/politics/ cornell-northwestern-university-funds-trump.html
2https:/ /statements.cornell.edu/2025/20250408-federal-research-funding.cfm
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Student Assembly

having elected representatives from the Student Assembly in conversation with Cornell
leadership.

Be it finally resolved, that the New York State Congressional Delegation and Cornell’s
statewide elected representatives be addressed by the Student Assembly with Appendix A’s
letter.

Respectfully Submitted,

Adam Vinson ‘25

Executive Vice President of the Student Assembly

Zora deRham 27

President of the Student Assembly

Nicholas Maggard ‘25

Deputy President of the Student Assembly

David Suarez ‘27

Vice President of Internal Operations of the Student Assembly
Niles Hite 26

Vice President for Finance of the Student Assembly
Simone Chan ‘25

Vice President of External Affairs of the Student Assembly
Sophia Arnold ‘26

Director of the Office of Ethics of the Student Assembly
Saad Razzak ‘26

College of Arts & Sciences Representative, Student Assembly
Holden Hitchcock 27

LGBTQIA+ Liaison At-Large, Student Assembly

Getulio Gonzalez-Mulatierri 25

Undesignated At-Large Representative, Student Assembly
Lydia Blum 27

College of Agriculture & Life Sciences Representative, Student Assembly
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Daniel Addoquaye ‘28

Freshman Representative, Student Assembly

Davian Gekman 27

School of Industrial & Labor Relations Representative, Student Assembly
Luigi Berinde ‘26

College of Arts & Sciences Representative, Student Assembly

Sara Almosawi ‘25

First Generation Student Representative At-Large, Student Assembly
Sebastian Bartnik ‘27

College of Architecture, Art & Planning Representative, Student Assembly
Ameera Aftab ‘26

Minority Students Liaison At-Large, Student Assembly

Flora Meng ‘27

Undesignated Representative At-Large, Student Assembly

Rajat Acharjee ‘26

Dyson School of Business Representative, Student Assembly

John Purcell ‘28

Freshman Representative, Student Assembly

Eeshaan Chaudhuri ‘26

Brooks School of Public Policy Representative, Student Assembly
Jessica Silverman ‘26

College of Human Ecology Representative, Student Assembly

Luigi Berinde ‘26

College of Arts & Sciences Representative, Student Assembly
Jinzhou Wu ‘28

Freshman Representative, Student Assembly

Thor Waguespack ‘28
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88  Freshman Representative, Student Assembly
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