Campus Planning Committee Meeting  
February 8, 2017
121 Weill Hall
10:00am-11:30am


Attendees: David Cutter, Andrew Gossen, Reed Huegerich, Jeff Chusid, Susan Riley, Sarah Zemanick, Matt Kozlowski, Nicolette Swanbery, Robert Carson, Christopher Dunn, Bob Howarth, Sasa Zivkovic, Jeremy Thomas, Kristin Gutenberger, Leslie Schill, Lisa Ciaschi, Brad Newhouse, Martin Hatch, Miranda Kasher, Todd Bittner, Dan Schied, William Sitzabee, Josh Cerra, Matthew Kozlowski, Abe Stroock and Mary-Lynn Cummings

Community Solar Project Proposal
Sarah Zemanick, Office of Sustainability
Committee Action: Input on siting and land considerations
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Sarah presented scope of a proposal from a private, 3rd party solar developer to build a 110-acre community solar project on Cornell land in the Town of Dryden between Dodge Rd and Turkey Hill Rd, North of Ellis Hollow Rd. Background information on the university’s climate neutrality goal was shared (currently 7% campus energy is derived from by solar resource). 
This new installation would provide solar electricity for purchase by community commercial and residential customers, tapping into NY’s Community Distribution Program. Cornell as landowner leases land to a solar developer/manager and Cornell would receive the renewable energy credits (RECs). Coordinated reviews and siting discussions have included CALS, Campus Planning, Real Estate, and other campus stakeholders. 

The project:
· Based on interconnection requirements, feasibility required expansion from 72 acres to 110 acres
· Nine, 2 MW installations connect to two local substations
· 18MW capacity defrays cost of required upgrades to NYSEG interconnection infrastructure

The project is expected to have minimal impact on CU actively-managed operations, one half of the project is located on previously approved Ellis Tract site, other Dodge Rd location is on an internal road with few neighbors in the area, minimal tree clearing and access to key NYSEG substation connection.  

Questions/comments posed by CPC:
· Why would community want this solution if we get RECs? Access to purchase local solar that would also be expected to be slightly less expensive than grid.
· Is the private operator interested in coordinating with CU for living lab opportunities? Yes, they are interested in discussing possibilities including sheep herd, land cover mix, other.
· Deer displacement may be an issue, and currently these lands are deer hunting/management locations. 
		

2017 Top 10 Campus Landscapes
David Cutter, Campus Planning

David presented the draft 2017 Top 10 Landscape list created by the CLIPers 
Committee. This year marks the 14th year such a list has been developed on campus.
See presentation for all sites.

Questions/comments posed by CPC:
· What now? How do we advocate for these to be attended to?  It would be important to build a case for each, including expected cost and scope of the project and work. Perhaps in coordination with the Provost Capital Planning Group, this could be submitted for consideration for prioritization by CPC.
· Design Connect – work with student designers to develop student projects and design ideas for landscape/public space improvements 
· Crowdfunding may be a real possibility for some of the high-profile smaller areas, such as McGraw Overlook

Sabin Polyform Site Development Guidelines
David Cutter, Campus Planning
An overview of the Site Development guidelines for installation of the Sabin Polyform sculpture at the College of Human Ecology was presented – for both a temporary location (Human Ecology Terrace) and permanent location (plaza at the intersection of Reservoir Dr and Garden Ave). The temporary location is likely to host the sculpture for approximately 3 years.

This project came to CPC to review site selection in September 2016 and was endorsed by the new Committee on Outdoor Art at Cornell later that same month. 

Site Development Guidelines provide requirements for the project, including: 
· Setbacks from building/street
· Pedestrian, ADA, and operations vehicle circulation 
· Stormwater, maintenance and utilities coordiation
· Anchorage to ground plane

Questions from CPC: 
· Glass Concerns - bird strike and glare: Should not be an issue. The skin of the sculpture will be glass with embedded dichroic film that will cause color shifting as light filters through shines on the glass (natural or nighttime lighting). The glass is not glare producing. 
· Level of Maintenance: The sculpture is not expected to require more than seasonal tending and will be part of the long-term care plan.
· Long-Term Care: The College of Human Ecology is currently establishing a long-term plan for this sculpture’s care. This is a College funding priority and considered a key gateway feature that is part of the entire CHE complex renewal. Also, the newly-formed Committee on Outdoor Art at Cornell (COAC) is working to develop protocols for this and other art installations on campus.

Draft Site Development Guidelines were circulated for further CPC comment on 2/28. No additional input received.

East Avenue Feasibility Study
Reed Huegerich, Campus Planning

Reed provided a project overview for an upcoming 2018 utility/transportation improvement project slated for Summer 2018 on the southern half of East Ave. This will be a steam vault and electric utilities upgrade project that will enable needed improvements along the corridor – new, enhanced lighting; improved mid-block crosswalks; a new standard bus pull off in front of the Hotel school, sidewalk widening, and review of intersection and widened radii on NW corner. Key goals: major utilities upgrade, improved pedestrian realm that reflects this nature of this strong urban streetscape and improves travel and safety on this multimodal corridor. 
