Student Assembly
FAQ: Housing Resolution Amendment

In summary, what stays the same in the current resolution and the proposed amendment?
The goal and intent of the resolution and the amendment is the same. The amendment simply develops the resolution to address certain problems. Below lists in summary what stays the same:
1. Blocks are still formed before the lottery times are distributed. 
2. Blocks are still permanent and can only be disrupted if no suitable blocking unit exists.
3. All blocks receive one time slot still (as of now, this time slot is the best time slot of all the members in the block).
4. The Office of Residential and Event Services still have otherwise broad discretion in implementing the reversal of blocking selection and lottery time distribution to take into account the nuances of the system.
In summary, what are the key differences between the current resolution and the proposed amendment?
1. The amendment proposes there are two lotteries: one lottery for a housing block to determine the dorm they will live in, a second lottery to determine where in the building the block will reside 
a. In the first lottery, the housing group which has previously registered as a block will use their lottery time to select which dorm they want to live in e.g. a housing group will use their time to choose to live in Cascadilla.
b. In the second lottery, the same housing group which selected a dorm to live in will use a second time slot to determine where the members of the block will live in the dorm. This portion of the lottery is similar to how the current system exists except for that a group can only chose from rooms in one building. 
2. Blocks can break up at two points in time:
a. In the first lottery, if a group cannot find a dorm with enough valid rooms for the group size and,
b. In the second lottery, if the group cannot find a possible blocking unit (in this scenario, group members may disperse themselves within the dorm). 
What benefits does splitting up the housing lottery in to two lotteries bring?
1. Splitting up the housing lottery into two lotteries reduces the number of possible conflicts and reduces the stress of members participating. 
a. It is easier to find (and select) a dorm with a larger group than it is to find a suitable block in a dorm as large groups can be split up once in a dorm. 
b. Housing groups have to make less decisions each lottery reducing the stress. 
2. The new change would increase the ability for each housing group to choose a desirable housing situation. 
a. Each housing group has effectively two chances in the housing lottery to select where they will live: a lottery to select which dorm they will live in, and a lottery to select where they select which rooms in the dorm the members will reside in the following academic year). 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Block splitting is a more pleasant and unlikely occurrence. 
a. The chance that a block has to split in the first lottery is significantly lower than the chance a block has to split in a one lottery system. 
b. When blocks split up in the second lottery, they are guaranteed to live within close proximity, even if they are not on the same floor. 
