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S.A. Resolution #20,

Promoting Justice and Friendship in the Housing Lottery

ABSTRACT: This resolution changes the order in which students receive their time-slots and pick their

blocking unit and creates a two-part lottery system fo guarantee that students can live with their friends,

reduce politicking, and give more time to freshmen to select blocking units,,

Sponsored by: Gabriel Kaufman ‘18

Whereas, according to Article III, Section 1 of the Student Assembly Charter, “the Student Assembly has
legislative authority over the policies of the Division of Campus Life” and thus by extension the
Office of Residential and Event Services (ORES) therein;

Whereas, the Student Assembly has exercised this authority in the past, such as when the Student
Assembly passed (AY 2012-2013) Resolution #12: “Adoption of a Gender Inclusive Housing
Policy” and (AY 2009- 2010) Resolution #13: “Housing Lottery Time Slots;’,

Whereas, the Student Assembly has a compelling interest in reviewing the distribution pattern of the
living arrangements of students throughout the campus;

Whereas, the Office of Residential and Event Services manages the housing lottery to which this
resolution refers in the following clauses;

Whereas, the housing lottery is the primary means by which returning students obtain residence and thus
defines the aforementioned distribution pattern;

Whereas, in the current housing lottery system, students receive time-slots before they decide who will
comprise their blocking unit of no more than four other students (five students per blocking unit)
and those time-slots are allocated randomly to students by class year;

Whereas, this system results in a random group of students (those receiving early time-slots) with the
ability to decide both where and with whom they will live;

Whereas, such a system allows a student with the better time-slot to exercise complete power over the
composition of his or her blocking unit, creating an unfair and unequal dynamic among students
who do have early time slots and those who do not;

Whereas, allocating the time-slots before the students choose their blocking unit partners creates a
perverse incentive for students to choose with whom they will live as a function of where they
will live, which makes building friendly communities more difficult as those blocking units are
chosen not based on the inherent qualities of the students, but on the prospect of receiving better
housing;

v
Whereas, that incentive is removed if participants cannot choose based off another participant's time-slot;

Whereas, a housing lottery system where students choose with whom they will live before they know
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where they will live will incentivize students to choose blocking unit partners based only off the
value of their friendship (or their compatibility as roommates);

Whereas, such a system which allows students to pool their chances of getting a better time-slot by
blocking with other students increases the blocking unit’s chance to get better housing
proportionally to the number of students in the block (e.g, giving a blocking unit of x number of
students x time slots and assigning the blocking unit the best one);

Whereas, such a system would be fair for large, medium, and small blocking units as larger blocking units
would be more likely to get better time-slots but smaller blocking units would have more

available blocks from which to choose;

Whereas, the Office of Residential and Event Services would be able to adjust the probability that a
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Be it therefore resolved, that the Office of Residential and Event Services change the order in which,

select their residential community (in most cases a building, such as Becker House or Cascadilla / W
Hall), and then, once they have selected their residential community (defined at the discretion of /
the Office of Residential and Event Services), the residential community shall conduct a second /
internal lottery with the same group with new timeslots to determine the order in which blocking // /RN ERAu: I
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Be it further resolved, that in the first lottery, blocking units collectively receive the best time-slot of the

time-slots that any of the participants would have received under the current system;

A4
Be it further resolved, that the Office of Residential and Event Services have otherwise broad discretion
in implementing this policy change to take into account the nuances of the system;

Be it finally resolved, that the Office of Residential and Event Services report to the Student Assembly
Jpefore the conclusion of the 2016 Spring Semester,to give an update on ORES’s progress in
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implementing the change.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gabriel Kaufman ‘18
Undesignated At-1arge, Student Assembly

Christian Welling ‘17
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[Erinn Liu ‘18

Engineering Representative, Student Assembly

Dustin Liu 19,

Freshman Representative, Student Assembly

Justin Selig 17
Engineering Representative, Student Assembly

Patricia Mawn-Malhau ‘18

Adpvocacy Director, Residential Student Congress
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