
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resolution 41: Approving Special Projects 1 

Funding Request for Nigerian Student Association 2 
Abstract: This resolution approves $2,000.00 of Special Projects Funding to Nigerian Students 3 
Association to partially fund their annual Africa Ball event. 4 

Sponsored by: George Rocco DeLorenzo ’24 5 

Reviewed by: Executive Committee, 04/24/23, 6-0-0 6 

Type of Action: Recommendation 7 

Originally Presented: 4/27/2023 8 

Current Status: New Business  9 
 10 

Whereas, the Student Assembly Standing Rules, Section 8: Spending Guidelines, Part B: 11 
Special Projects Funding outlines the purpose of Special Projects Funding and the process of 12 
approving funding requests.  13 

Whereas, lines 298-300 of the Student Assembly Standing Rules explains the purpose of Special 14 
Projects Funding as follows:  15 

Rule 5: The Student Assembly may choose to fund any project, program or service 16 
through SA Special Projects that it deems to improve the quality of undergraduate student 17 
life or to further the goals of the SA. Special Projects funding is a type of category 18 
spending.  19 

Whereas, lines 315-318 of the Student Assembly Standing Rules describes the approval process 20 
of Special Projects Funding as follows: 21 

Rule 9: Requests $1500 and over shall be decided upon by a majority vote of the 22 
Executive Committee and confirmed by a majority vote of the Student Assembly, at 23 
large. The SA, at large, is only required to confirm requests of $1500 or greater. The 24 
request should be presented to the Student Assembly in the form of a resolution. 25 

Whereas, Africa Ball is NSA’s most anticipated event of the year and is going to be a pageant 26 
showcasing the diverse cultures in Africa. Contestants will share with the judges and the 27 
audience their talents, ambitions, passions, skills and a taste of their African culture. African 28 
countries including Mali, Kenya and Ethiopia are being represented in this showcase.  29 



 
 

  

Whereas, NSA intends to cater to everyone in the Cornell community, beyond Africa and the 30 
African Diaspora, who are interested in learning more about African culture. NSA expects at 31 
least 300 people to be in attendance. Additionally, this project seeks to provide a forum that 32 
celebrates the vast African cultures as well as the diversity embodied in Africa, all while sharing 33 
different aspects of the culture not only with Nigerian students, but with the Cornell community 34 
at large.  35 

Whereas, the Pageant also creates a platform for all Cornell students that identify with the 36 
African Diaspora to acknowledge the intersectionality between the different aspects of their 37 
identity, whether that be cultural, ethnic, gender, sexuality, nationality, etc. Lastly, NSA is 38 
collaborating with Crossroads Nigeria to purchase and sell merchandise in celebration of Africa 39 
Week, through which Crossroads contributes a significant percentage of proceeds to helping the 40 
less privileged in Nigeria. See link for more information on Crossroads: 41 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/crossroads1/.  42 

Whereas, NSA has already begun advertising through their social media platforms (GroupMe, 43 
Instagram, LinkedIn) and will also post flyers around campus.  44 

Whereas, NSA is expecting 300 students to be in attendance, all of whom will leave knowing 45 
more about African culture, and even potentially leaving with merchandise that will be a 46 
constant pleasant reminder to them of AFRICA WEEK 2023 and aid in helping fulfill 47 
Crossroads' mission of serving underprivileged communities in Nigeria.  48 

Whereas, NSA is requesting $2000 towards this project. $500 of that amount will pay for the 49 
photographer/videographer to capture this project's best moments, $160 for the DJ, and the 50 
remainder of the funding to cover a portion of our Crossroads collaboration.  51 

Whereas, this project enables Cornell students to immerse themselves in a variety of cultures 52 
that may be unfamiliar to them, fostering a healthy and welcoming learning experience. As for 53 
NSA's greater mission, to give back to the Nigerian community in anyway they can, the 54 
Crossroads collaboration ensures both greater opportunities for accessibility and inclusion in 55 
Nigeria.  56 

Whereas,  57 

Be it further resolved, that the Student Assembly approves the $2,000.00 Special Projects 58 
Funding disbursement to the Nigerian Students Association. 59 

Be it finally resolved, that the Student Assembly necessitates that this funding be used to cover 60 
the cost of the NSA Africa Ball event. 61 

Respectfully Submitted, 62 

George Rocco DeLorenzo ‘24 63 

Vice President for Finance, Student Assembly 64 
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