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Resolution 46: Promoting Civic Engagement 1 

Abstract: This Resolution supports the expansion of voting rights, civic engagement, and 2 
education initiatives on campus. 3 

Sponsored by: Shelby Lynn Williams ’25, Elana Woo ’24, Lauren Sherman ’24, Serena Wang 4 
’25, Camille Simmons ’25, Rahul Verma ’24, Josh Weiner ’24, Alicia González ‘24 5 

Reviewed by: Academic Policy 05/04/2023 (4-0-3) 6 

Type of Action: Recommended 7 

Originally Presented: 05/04/2023 8 

Current Status:  9 

Whereas, Students on campus have expressed their difficulty with registering to vote, requesting 10 
their absentee ballots, and successfully participating in elections that they are eligible to vote in1 11 

Whereas, Student Assembly has previously advocated for the creation of a civic holiday, as 12 
demonstrated in Resolution #49: Cornell Civic Holiday, which was adopted by the assembly 13 
during the 2021-2022 academic year. 2 14 

Whereas, recognizing the need to expand civic engagement infrastructure on campus Cornell 15 
Votes recently launched their Voting Ambassador Program, to inform students about how to 16 
register voters in a nonpartisan fashion. 3 17 

Whereas, According to a study from the Institute of Democracy & Higher Education, dated in 18 
October 2021, 47.4% of eligible Cornell students voted in 2016 whereas 66.1% of eligible 19 
Cornell students voted in 2020, while national averages on college campuses at the time were 20 
53% and 66% respectively. 4 21 

Whereas, Student-led initiatives to register voters have led to an 18.7% increase in voter turnout 22 
on Cornell's campus. 23 

Whereas, Cornell University must utilize every tool at its disposal to ensure that our students are 24 
good global citizens, which includes democratic participation. 25 

 
1 https://cornellsun.com/2022/11/06/guest-room-your-vote-matters/  
2 https://assembly.cornell.edu/resolution-actions/sa-r49-cornell-civic-holiday  
3 https://www.instagram.com/p/Co7t2b7unEo/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link    
4 https://allinchallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/Cornell-University-2020-NSLVE-Report.pdf  



 
 
 

 
 

Page 2 of 5 

Be it therefore resolved, Student Assembly supports the vital work of Cornell Votes and will 26 
continue to lend its influence and infrastructure to the promotion of civic engagement on 27 
campus. 28 

Be it further resolved, Student Assembly will work in partnership with Residential Student 29 
Congress and Housing & Residential Life to ensure that students in Cornell residential facilities 30 
have easy access to information about voting, voter registration, and civic engagement. 31 

Be it finally resolved, Student Assembly recommends the following proposals to reaffirm the 32 
university’s commitment to civic engagement: 33 

• Suggest that faculty members notify their students of approaching voter registration 34 
deadlines and provide links to registration through their canvas pages, in-class 35 
announcements, and through other forums 36 

• Communicate with Residential Student Congress and Housing & Residential Life to 37 
recommend that Residence Advisors participate in the Voting Ambassador Program  38 

• Continue utilizing all accessible forums of communication to convey election information 39 
to students and emphasize the importance of civic engagement on campus  40 

• Consider the creation of a Civic Fest celebration in the fall semester of every even 41 
numbered year to raise awareness for the importance of civic engagement and democratic 42 
participation, uniting relevant organizations, individuals, and entities in the Cornell 43 
community. 44 

Respectfully Submitted, 45 

Shelby Lynn Williams ’25 46 

College of Arts & Sciences Representative, Student Assembly 47 

Director of Advocacy, Residential Student Congress 48 

 49 

Elena Woo ‘24 50 

President, Cornell Votes 51 

 52 

Lauren Sherman ‘24 53 

Vice President of External Operations, Cornell Votes 54 

 55 

Serena Wang ‘25 56 
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Vice President of Internal Operations, Cornell Votes 57 

 58 

Camille Simmons ‘25 59 

Vice President of Finance, Cornell Votes 60 

 61 

Rahul Verma 62 

Community Engagement Department Chair, Cornell Votes 63 

  64 

Josh Weiner ‘24 65 

Coalition Department Chair, Cornell Votes  66 

 67 

Alicia González ‘24 68 

Communications Department Chair, Cornell Votes69 
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