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S.A. Resolution #39 1 
Calling Upon Cornell to Uphold its Ethical Guidelines for International Engagements 2 

 3 
ABSTRACT: This resolution calls upon Cornell University to uphold its ethical values when 4 
collaborating with international institutions.  5 
 6 
Sponsored by: Laila Abd Elmagid ’21, Jenniviv Bansah ’23, Mardiya Shardow ‘23 7 
 8 
Whereas, Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration (SHA) is currently proposing a dual 9 

degree program with the Guanghua School of Management at Peking University (PKU); 10 
  11 
Whereas, PKU has been regularly cited for academic freedom violations; 12 
 13 
Whereas, PKU has been regularly cited for suppressing, detaining, beating, and taking student labor 14 

activists; 15 
 16 
Whereas, in December 2018, PKU officials detained student labor activists overnight, questioned 17 

them and abused them for protesting for better worker’s rights in China; 18 
 19 
Whereas, in November 2018 prominent student activist, Zhang Shengye, was beaten and taken 20 

from the PKU campus for protesting against inequality and corporate greed;  21 
 22 
Whereas, many young student activists go missing from PKU campus and other prominent 23 

universities; 24 
 25 
Whereas, PKU has silenced accounts of sexual harassment during the #MeToo movement among 26 

students; 27 
 28 
Whereas, PKU student Yue Xin has been threatened, harassed, and silenced for signing petition 29 

documents demanding transparency over rape allegations involving PKU faculty; 30 
 31 
Whereas, Xin’s adviser stormed into her dorm room in the middle of the night with Xin’s mother in 32 

tow forcing her to delete all information and documents; 33 
 34 
Whereas, in an open letter to teachers and classmates at PKU, Yue Xin said that the university had 35 

frightened her mother so much that she had threatened to kill herself;  36 
 37 
Whereas, PKU has amended its university charter to strip mentions of academic freedom and 38 

thought and emphasize loyalty to the Chinese government; 39 
 40 
Whereas, academic censorship is very common in universities like PKU; 41 
 42 
Whereas, in 2013, PKU dismissed Professor Xia Yeliang for his liberal ideology and advocacy for 43 

freedom and democracy; 44 
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https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/3/6798/files/2021/02/SHA.pdf
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/blogs.cornell.edu/dist/3/6798/files/2021/02/SHA.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/03/21/china-government-threats-academic-freedom-abroad
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/28/world/asia/chinese-university-crackdown-students.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/11/world/asia/china-student-activists.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/if-i-disappear-chinese-students-make-farewell-messages-amid-crackdowns-over-labor-activism-/2019/05/25/6fc949c0-727d-11e9-9331-30bc5836f48e_story.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-education-peking/chinas-peking-university-tightens-party-control-curbs-activism-idUSKCN1NJ1IP
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/18/metoo-in-china-fledgling-movement-in-universities-fights-censorship
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/24/world/asia/china-metoo-peking-university.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/24/student-says-peking-university-trying-to-silence-her-over-claim-petition
https://chinadigitaltimes.net/2018/04/translation-open-letter-on-peking-university-metoo-case/
https://www.npr.org/2020/01/20/796377204/chinese-universities-are-enshrining-communist-party-control-in-their-charters
https://chinadigitaltimes.net/2019/09/rising-academic-censorship-at-home-and-abroad/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/10/22/opinion/beijings-assault-on-academic-freedom.html
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 45 
Whereas, Cornell faculty senators have raised concerns about partnering with PKU due to issues of 46 

safety for our students and faculty members; 47 
 48 
Whereas, Cornell has promised to keep our students and faculty safe both here and abroad; 49 
 50 
Whereas, the same safety cannot be granted or guaranteed to Chinese students and faculty teaching 51 

next door; 52 
 53 
Whereas, it would be unethical for Cornell to champion the safeties and liberties of its own students 54 

while their academic counterparts are systematically oppressed in adjacent classrooms; 55 
 56 
Whereas, it is not clear if the safety of our students and faculty is 100% guaranteed; 57 
 58 
Whereas, nine students at NYU’s Shanghai campus, including six Americans, were detained and 59 

beat by Chinese police without established reason; 60 
 61 
Whereas, Cornell faculty senators have raised concerns about engaging with a state accused of 62 

pursuing genocide; 63 
 64 
Whereas, the Uighurs are a Muslim ethnic minority native to historic East Turkestan; 65 
 66 
Whereas, the Chinese government is committing human rights violations by forcefully detaining at 67 

least 1 million Muslim Uighurs in concentration camps since 2015 in the Northwest region, 68 
Xinjiang; 69 

 70 
Whereas, China has labeled concentration camps as “re-education” camps aimed at increasing job 71 

opportunities and combating poverty; 72 
 73 
Whereas, China has arbitrarily and obviously singled out Uighurs and other Muslim minorities, 74 

forcing them to pledge loyalty to the Chinese government, renounce Islam, and learn 75 
Mandarin; 76 

 77 
Whereas, there have been reports of: 78 

1) Torture, psychological torment, and abuse within the camps,  79 
2) Forced sterilization of Uighur women in an attempt to suppress the population,  80 
3) Systematic rape, sexual abuse, and torture of Uighur women,  81 
4) Demolition of thousands of Mosques in Xinjiang in an effort of forced “cultural 82 

assimilation,” 83 
5) Exploitation of Uighur peoples for cheap labor, 84 
6) Uighur peoples and other minorities forced to pick cotton 85 

 86 
 87 
Whereas, Cornell University has over 250 international collaborations across 70 countries; 88 
 89 

https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2021/03/18/nyu-shanghai-students-arrested-injured-2-incidents
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2021/03/18/nyu-shanghai-students-arrested-injured-2-incidents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uyghurs
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/features/uighurs/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-54195325
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/chinas-repression-uyghurs-xinjiang
https://www.varsity.co.uk/interviews/19990
https://pittnews.com/article/159614/featured/they-kill-us-here-survivor-of-uyghur-concentration-camps-recounts-torture/
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/13/666287509/ex-detainee-describes-torture-in-chinas-xinjiang-re-education-camp
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/20/more-evidence-chinas-horrific-abuses-xinjiang
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-53220713
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-55794071
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-razed-thousands-of-xinjiang-mosques-in-assimilation-push-report-says-11601049531?mod=searchresults_pos7&page=1
https://www.vox.com/2020/7/28/21333345/uighurs-china-internment-camps-forced-labor-xinjiang
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/extra/nz0g306v8c/china-tainted-cotton
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Whereas, the proposed dual degree program was termed as “a very profitable venture,” estimated to  90 
bring in around $400,00 during its first year and $1M every year after; 91 

 92 
Whereas, Cornell’s Standards of Ethical Conduct call for the university to “conduct, process, and  93 

report all financial transactions with integrity”;  94 
 95 
Whereas, all students have a right and a responsibility to critically review and examine the ethics of  96 

the university’s financial gains and academic partnerships; 97 
 98 
Whereas, the Cornell Provost and Vice Provost for International Affairs have established these 99 

Guidelines on Ethical International Engagement in November 2019; 100 
 101 
Whereas, the lack of enforcement of these guidelines leaves Cornell vulnerable to ethical  102 

breaches; 103 
 104 
Whereas, the guidelines call for Cornell to ensure that all international engagements are committed  105 

to “free and open inquiry and expression” and “justice and human rights”; 106 
 107 
Whereas, the guidelines specifically call for “protection of academic freedom” and should there be  108 

violations that the program be amended or terminated; 109 
 110 
Whereas, PKU has committed blatant academic freedom violations and censorship; 111 
 112 
Whereas, according to Cornell’s own ethical guidelines, partnering with PKU and continuing all  113 

other programs with PKU would be highly unethical and hypocritical; 114 
 115 
Whereas, we would be cosigning for the behavior of another institution and whatever they do will  116 

be a reflection on our institution; 117 
 118 
Whereas, the guidelines specifically mention vetting relationships to ensure there are no serious  119 

legal or human rights violations; 120 
 121 
Whereas, no country has the right to commit human rights violations, war crimes, or violations of  122 

international law; 123 
 124 
Whereas, China is currently committing genocide against the Uighur Muslim peoples; 125 
 126 
Whereas, Canada’s parliament has declared China’s treatment of Uighurs a genocide; 127 
 128 
Whereas, the Dutch parliament has declared China’s treatment of Uighurs a genocide; 129 
 130 
Whereas, both the outgoing and current U.S. Secretary of State have declared China’s treatment of  131 

Uighurs a genocide;  132 
 133 
Whereas, on March 22, 2021, the United States and its allies in Canada, Britain, and the European  134 

https://statements.cornell.edu/2019/20191114-guidelines-ethical-international-engagement.cfm
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-56163220
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-netherlands-china-uighurs/dutch-parliament-chinas-treatment-of-uighurs-is-genocide-idUSKBN2AP2CI
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/19/us/politics/trump-china-xinjiang.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/antony-blinken-agrees-china-uighur-genocide-pompeo-designation-2021-1
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/03/22/us-allies-sanctions-china-uighers-genocide-477434
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Union announced sanctions on China over Uighur genocide; 135 
 136 
Whereas, partnering with PKU and continuing our relationships with similar universities would  137 

normalize and accept the Uighur Muslim genocide; 138 
  139 
Whereas, Provost Kotlikoff, co-author of Cornell’s ethical guidelines, has said that “we have  140 

programs in other countries in which human rights are in question”;  141 
 142 
Whereas, that should not be a justification for continuing to be complicit in serious human rights  143 

violations; 144 
 145 
Whereas, it is unclear whether the School of Hotel Administration has considered any of the above  146 

when proposing the dual degree program; 147 
 148 
Whereas, there are real ethical and reputational hazards to putting the Cornell name on a dual  149 

degree program in PKU and in China;  150 
 151 
Whereas, Cornell University has previously cut ties with Renmin University in Beijing for similar  152 

ethical concerns;  153 
 154 
Whereas, the failure of SHA and upper Cornell administration to explore how these well- 155 

documented concerns might impact the ethical availability of this program suggests that they 156 
do not have a strong enough foundation to run it;  157 

 158 
Whereas, Cornell University would be lending its name to a globally recognized institution of  159 

unethical practices; 160 
  161 
Whereas, Cornell University’s relationship with China is normalizing the ongoing Uighur genocide;  162 

 163 
Whereas, Cornell University wields an enormous amount of power and influence with its  164 

international strategic decisions and partnerships; 165 
 166 
Whereas, it would not only be remiss of Cornell to use its power and influence to support a  167 

university and institution that has committed the various abuses of human rights, but it  168 
would be directly antithetical to the university’s mission of global citizenship and highly 169 
hypocritical;  170 

 171 
Be it therefore resolved, the Student Assembly formally calls upon Cornell University to  172 

implement the following: 173 
1. Cornell University will halt all plans for the proposed SHA-PKU dual degree program, 174 
2. Cornell University will re-evaluate all current international collaborations and vet them 175 

carefully using the ethical guidelines on international engagement, 176 
3. Where concerns arise within a given collaboration, Cornell University will amend its terms 177 

with the institution in question, suspend the program, or terminate the relationship 178 
altogether, 179 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/29/world/asia/cornell-university-renmin.html
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4. Cornell University will create a committee that oversees our academic partnerships in China; 180 
5. Cornell University will suspend or terminate all programs where academic freedom is in 181 

question in places like China, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia, 182 
6. Cornell University will allow input from all branches of shared governance when ethical 183 

concerns arise regarding an international collaboration and take such concerns seriously 184 
 185 
Respectfully Submitted, 186 
 187 
Laila Abd Elmagid ‘21 188 
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences Representative, Student Assembly 189 
 190 
Jenniviv Bansah ‘23 191 
School of Hotel Administration Representative, Student Assembly  192 
 193 
Mardiya Shardow ‘23 194 
Dyson School of Business Representative, Student Assembly  195 
 196 
(Reviewed by: Executive Committee, 4-0-2, 03/24/2021) 197 


